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J.MARION SIMS FOUNDATION AWARDS $503,454 TO THE COMMUNITY 
 
 
 The J. Marion Sims Foundation announces community awards totaling $503,454 to 12 different 
organizations. “We are proud to support the nonprofit community in Lancaster, Great Falls, and Fort 
Lawn,” says President Susan DeVenny. “These awards support health, education, and wellness projects 
and services designed to build and sustain a high quality of life in the Foundation giving area.” 
 
 The Foundation recently made grants to the following community organizations: 
 

x Alston Wilkes Society, $10,000 
x Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, $11,750 
x Children’s Attention Home, $18,750  
x Columbus Parker Track Club, $20,000 
x Educational Foundation of USC-Lancaster, $45,000  
x Good Samaritan Medical Clinic, $29,770  
x HOPE in Lancaster, $30,000  
x Horse N’ Around, $12,700  
x KARE (Kershaw Area Resource Exchange), $173,551  
x Keystone Substance Abuse Services, $50,000  
x Lancaster County Council of the Arts, $70,333  
x Women’s Enrichment Center, $31,600  

 
The J. Marion Sims Foundation is celebrating its 20th year of grantmaking intended to support and 

transform the health and wellness of Lancaster, Great Falls, and Fort Lawn, SC. For information about 
our grants and other programs, please see www.jmsims.org or contact the Foundation at (803) 286-
8772.  
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http://www.jmsims.org/
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J.MARION SIMS FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL CLASS OF INTERNS 
 
 The J. Marion Sims Foundation proudly announces its first class of summer interns, recently 
selected from a strong pool of applicants statewide. “These outstanding students will be focused on 
philanthropy, service, and community development in our region this summer,” says Susan DeVenny, 
President & CEO.  “We are excited to bring their talents to bear in support of our goal to build and 
sustain a high quality of life in the Foundation’s giving area.” The J. Marion Sims Foundation Internship 
Class of 2016 includes: 
 
Eaven Austin (Lancaster, SC) A Lancaster High School graduate, Eaven will complete his degree in 
Psychology at Lenoir-Rhyne College in 2019. 
 
Jared Hayes (Kershaw, SC) An Andrew Jackson High School graduate, Jared has finished his second year 
at USC-Lancaster and will complete his nursing degree at USC-Columbia in 2018. 
 
Elizabeth Howe (Great Falls, SC) A Great Falls High School graduate, Elizabeth will complete her degree 
in Communication Studies at Columbia College in 2017. 
 
Hannah Knight (Lancaster, SC) A Lancaster High School graduate, Hannah will complete her degree in 
Middle Level Education at the University of South Carolina in 2018. 
 
Abigayle Morrison (Lancaster, SC) A graduate of the South Carolina Governors’ School for the Arts and 
Humanities, Abigayle will complete her Public Relations degree at the University of South Carolina 
Honors College in 2018.  
 
Savannah Williams (Candler, NC) A graduate of Williams Christian Academy, Savannah will complete 
her degree in Health Science at North Greenville University in 2017. 

 
The J. Marion Sims Foundation is celebrating its 20th year of grantmaking intended to support and 

transform the health and wellness of Lancaster, Fort Lawn, and Great Falls, SC. For information about 
our grants and other programs, please see www.jmsims.org or contact the Foundation at (803) 286-
8772.  
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National Philanthropist to Address Community at Give Local Celebration on June 20 
 

 
 
Mark Constantine, President and CEO of the Richmond Memorial Health Foundation, Richmond, VA, 
will address the community on June 20 at USC-Lancaster, during the Give Local Lancaster celebration 
luncheon.  
 
Constantine’s message will center on the importance of building community partnerships in order to 
strengthen community. His book, Wit and Wisdom: Unleashing the Philanthropic Imagination, features 
the nexus of philanthropy and community to affect positive change in the American South. 
 
Lancaster News Publisher Susan Rowell will also address the power of community in her remarks.  
 
Representatives of 36 nonprofit organizations, 15 businesses, and five sponsoring organizations will be 
present to celebrate the community’s first day of local giving, May 3, 2016. Give Local Lancaster 
garnered over $93,000 for participating organizations in Lancaster County, Fort Lawn, and Great Falls. 
Individual donations from 18 states and two countries made up $61,025 while business matching gifts 
totaled $33,650. 
 
"Give Local Lancaster was a collaboration from start to finish," said J. Marion Sims Foundation 
President & CEO, Susan DeVenny. "This is a caring community, where causes matter to people and 
charitable giving is strong. Working together, we see great things ahead for our region." 
 
The J. Marion Sims Foundation is celebrating its 20th year of grantmaking intended to support and 
transform the health and wellness of Lancaster, Fort Lawn, and Great Falls, SC. For information about 
our grants and other programs, please see www.jmsims.org or contact the Foundation at (803) 286-
8772.  
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J. MARION SIMS FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES HEALTHY COMMUNITIES STRATEGIC ALLIANCE 
 
The J. Marion Sims Foundation today announced a strategic partnership with the Chester Healthcare Foundation, the 
Cabarrus Health Alliance, the University of South Carolina Lancaster and LearnTV. 
 
The partnership is part of the J. Marion Sims Foundation’s continuing commitment to health and wellness.  
 
The partnership is designed to accomplish four goals: 
• develop a deeper understanding of the community's indicators of health, 
• create networks among community members for deeper investigation of healthy living gaps, 
• pilot a new education pathway in health promotion, and 
• create learning opportunities between Carolinas communities to improve health outcomes for all citizens.  
 
In April 2016, the Foundation launched a broad look at the community’s health and invited representatives from the 
Spartanburg Indicators Project to share their successes using data and public-private partnerships to promote 
community wellness. 
 
“During those spring meetings, we sensed our own community’s readiness for this collaborative work,” J. Marion Sims 
Foundation President & CEO Susan DeVenny said. “We’re now asking for input about what makes our community great 
and what could make it stronger along a profile of indicators. Through surveys and focus groups since July, we have 
heard from 1300 individuals across Lancaster and Chester Counties. We’re proud to expand our collaboration to 
partners in North Carolina.” 
 
Chester Healthcare Foundation President & CEO Bill Bundy agreed. “We are joining forces to uncover data about the 
health of our community and to learn together about how to make improvements that will make a lasting difference.” 
 
The Cabarrus Health Alliance is in the former textile mill town of Kannapolis, NC, and was recently deemed a Model 
Public Health Agency by the N.C. Institute for Public Health. The alliance’s mission is to achieve the highest level of 
individual and community health through community groups and agencies working together, and the alliance has begun 
innovative health programs and policies in Cabarrus County that can be copied in other communities.  
 
“This strategic partnership with the communities of Lancaster and Chester counties is another example of our 
commitment to cross-jurisdictional sharing of best practices in health promotion,” Cabarrus Health Alliance Chief 
Operating Officer Erin Shoe said. “Through this collaborative effort, we intend to work with community partners to pilot 
health improvement strategies in Lancaster and Chester Counties.”    
 
The partnership also expands health education options and outreach on the campus of USC Lancaster. 
 
“This partnership will create new classroom, practicum, and internship opportunities for our students in 2017,” 
University of South Carolina Lancaster Dean Walt Collins said “Adding a pre-professional track in health promotion will 
help our students and our community understand ways to improve health policies and everyday healthy behaviors. We 
know our young adults are part of the solution.” 
 
Lancaster County School District’s LearnTV – broadcast through Comporium Cable – is another vital part of the new 
health promotion alliance.  
 
“We hope to use LearnTV to reach thousands of families with important health information right in the comfort of their 
homes,” LearnTV instructor David Knight said. “We look forward to working with partners committed to lifelong learning 


