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In 2016, the J. Marion Sims Foundation began a community 

engagement initiative designed to hear from residents about their 

hopes and dreams for our community. A significant focus was placed 

on hearing from youth. 

As part of their summer work, the Foundation interns focused 

on youth engagement within the community. Simterns hosted 

several focus groups known as “Sims Talks,” where youth from the 

area were invited to share their ideas on what teens and young adults 

needed in order to be successful.  Over 600 people between the ages of 

14 and 25 participated in either the Sims Talks or responded to a 

survey distributed to students during the fall. A reccurring theme 

from these discussions was the need for more support with college 

and career planning.  Students indicated a great need for help with 

understanding the college process and being aware of the 

opportunities available to them as high school students and beyond.  

Why CAC?
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Low/ no college experience in their families 

Guidance office has multiple responsibilities  

Low/no college advising support or information at 

school

Many forms, confusing to students and families

 Students need interview help, access to scholarships 

and FAFSA 

Youth Needs



CAC in South Carolina

In Our Schools

Why CAC?

Youth Needs

In response to our students, the Chester County School District, 

Lancaster County School District, The Duke Endowment, the  J. 

Marion Sims Foundation, the University of South Carolina- 

Lancaster, and Furman University joined forces to bring the College 

Advising Corps to our region. In the first year of a five-year pilot, 

college advisers were placed in all seven high schools in Chester and 

Lancaster Counties for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Research supports the students' hopes for expanded career planning 

within Lancaster and Chester counties.  According to census data*, 

29% of young adults between the ages of 16 and 24 find themselves 

not involved with school or meaningful employment in Chester 

County.  In Lancaster County, 19% of young adults face a similar fate. 

 The term associated with this statistic is commonly known as 

“disconnected youth.” The College Advising Corps serves as 

another way to aid students at a pivotal time in their life with 

decisions that will forever influence their career success.  

* American Community Survey, 2010-14 



What is CAC?

College Advising Corps is a national program that works to increase the number 

of low-income, first-generation college, and underrepresented students who 

enter and complete higher education. CAC works with institutions of higher 

learning across the country, placing recent college graduates in high schools to 

help with college advising.  These "near-peer" CAC advisers work full-time with 

guidance offices to help students plan college searches, complete 

admissions forms, financial aid and scholarship applications, and ultimately to 

enroll at schools that will serve them well. 

In December 2017, the Furman College Advising Corps attended the College 

Advising Corps National Summit in Fort Worth, Texas.  The Advisers were able 

to share best practices around supporting students and schools with over 750 

advisers from across the country. 

National Near-Peer Model

Map Courtesy of CAC



As members of the S.C. pilot, Furman CAC advisers work with guidance 

counselors to foster a college-going culture in the high schools they serve. 

They aim to become trusted members of their school communities.   

 Advisers collaborate with teachers and administrators to tie college- 

going conversations into the life of the school by devising creative 

approaches to reach and connect with students. Perhaps most 

importantly, advisers open the eyes of students and their families to the 

possibility of college.    

CAC advisers support current guidance staff by expanding the resources 

our schools can offer, helping students and families navigate the college 

search and application process. Advisers serve for one to 

two years, earning an AmeriCorps stipend and an education award 

that can be used to repay college loans or for graduate school tuition.  

CAC in South Carolina

In Our Schools

Chester County 

Schools

Chester Senior 

High School

* enrollment by high school (2018)

Great Falls High School

Lewisville High School

Andrew Jackson 

High School

Buford High School

Indian Land High School

Lancaster High School

837

173

352

621

642

888

1,387

Lancaster County 

Schools
* enrollment by high school (2018)



Lancaster County 

Schools
* enrollment by high school (2018)

CAC in South Carolina

In Our Communities

In addition to aiding students in reaching their career goals, the College 

Advising Corps and its personnel seek to benefit the communities in which 

they are rooted.  The CAC advisers work closely with the student body 

and strive to become an influential part of school's culture. Advisers may 

attend extracurricular events such as athletic competitions or presentations. 

Working directly with school staff, CAC advisers also collaborate with local 

organizations in order to  communicate about scholarships, internships, work- 

study and volunteer opportunities. CAC advisers work with local colleges, 

universities, and organizations to connect students with college and career 

networking events. 

Communication with students and collaboration with community assets are 

key components to the success of developing capable young adults. College 

Advising Corps advisers are present in the community to help connect 

students with the proper resources for their individual success. 



Evaluating CAC

Research Partners

Stanford University and the Riley Institute at Furman University will evaluate 

the implementation  and impact of CAC in Lancaster and Chester counties over 

the course of the five-year pilot.  

The first year evaluation results are expected in November 2018. 

Research Questions

- Does the presence of a College Advising Corps adviser lead to more students 

enrolling in college graduation and persisting college thereafter? 

- Does the presence of a College Advising Corps adviser lead to more students 

entering the pathway to college as measured by course choice, grades, college 

applications, and other markers which lead to college attendance? 

   

- What role does the College Advising Corps adviser play in fostering a strong 

college-going culture in their high school? 

National CAC  Evaluation

 South Carolina Specific Research

-What is the value of the near-peer experience to students, families, and schools? 

- What are the college retention outcomes/post-college successes?

Riley Institute Evaluation

Stanford University 



16%,

"Because of  Ms.  Israel ,      

I  learned about options I  

didn't  even know existed."

MarQuasia Sanders 

Great Falls High School Student

"There are lots  of  hoops to  jump 

through to get  ready for  

college.  We wouldn't  have 

accomplished as  much without 

Ms.  Warr.  She is  an invaluable 

asset  to  Richard and his  peers . "

Betsy Gardner 

Lancaster High School Parent

2016- 2017

A Snapshot of the

School Year



"Ms.  Singleton knows about 

college today and connects  

totally on another level .  She 

really cares  about me."

Kaitlyn Rogers 

Buford High School Student

In October, the Advisers took more 

than 

500
to a college fair hosted by 

Winthrop University.   

seniors 

"Our College and Career Fair in March was 

probably the biggest and best thing we did 

this year at AJ. We brought 14 college 

representatives to campus and gave all of the 

students at AJ a chance to connect with 

those individuals about the opportunities to 

be had at their schools! Our response was 

overwhelmingly positive and I think it was a 

really great opportunity for the kids to ask 

questions and start to think about their 

futures." 

Sarah Mohr 

Andrew Jackson High School CAC Adviser


